Second life for

Zuidas landmark:
The July opens up
to the community

. Dennis van Westerop & Adam Smit

Afamiliar building on De Boelelaan, originally designed by Alexander Bodon, is poised

to embark on a whole new chapter. What used to be the Holiday Inn is in the process

of being converted into The July, an apartment hotel catering for extended stays

and offering greater comfort, more amenities and, above all, stronger ties with the

neighbourhood. Adam Smit of ZZDP Architecten and Dennis van Westerop of Peak

Development told us more about the redevelopment of this 60s-era landmark, the

decision to renovate and how The July fits into the Vivaldi district.

Whereas the old hotel was decidedly
insular, The July is designed to be open.
“Many hotels are quite introverted,”
Adam explains. “That was certainly true

of this building, but now we’re turning
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thataround. The entryway will be much
friendlier and more inviting, encouraging
people from the neighbourhood to
comeinside.” The aimis to activate local

connections, Dennis says. “We want this to

become a natural place for locals to gather,

including people not staying here. Public
spaces like a restaurant and a waterside
terrace will make it a real neighbourhood

hangout.”

Renovating with respect for the original
Rather than tearing down and replacing
the old building, the owner decided to
renovate. Adam says it was a logical step:
“Architecturally, the design is rock-solid.
Atits core, the building still works, so

demolition would be a waste. Moreover, the
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building has a distinctive 60s-era sensibility
that fits this location.” The working
parameters were also a deciding factor,
adds Dennis. “The building wasn’t allowed
to exceed Amsterdam’s municipal hotel
policy. Ultimately, though, the real value
lay in what already existed. By stripping it
down to the bones and building on that,

we're giving it a second life.”

Comfort for longer stays

The interior is changing in all sorts of
ways, with the classic hotel rooms making
way for more residential layouts. “Rooms
will have their own kitchenettes, for
instance,” Adam says. “This makes a real
difference, especially for people who are
staying longer.” The biggest change of all,
according to Dennis, is in terms of overall
experience. “It will feel less like a place
you're passing through and more like a
temporary home base. A place where
people recognise you and where you return
to time and again. A place that feels more

personal.”

Sustainability builtin

Sustainability was a guiding objective
in the transformation. The renovated
building will be fully insulated and fitted

with new systems and solar panels, and
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outdoor spaces will be planted. Perhaps
mostimportant of all, however, was the
decision to preserve the building itself.
“Retrofitting instead of demolishing
yields massive material and CO, savings,”
Adam says, “and that may be the biggest

sustainability gain of all.”

Animating the Vivaldi district

The July will have an impact well beyond
the building itself. Though development of
the Vivaldi district is rapidly progressing,

it needs more to come alive. “Until now,

it was a fairly closed-off place where not
much happened outside business hours,”
Dennis says. “But soon, it will become
more animated and draw more peoplein,
really helping make this a more dynamic
area again.” In closing, Adam underscores
the building’s position in the district. “It
occupies a visible spot. Many people know
it but never had any cause to go inside.
Now, it will become an actual destination.”
And thus, what was once an anonymous
hotelis poised to play a central role in the

heart and soul of Zuidas.

Director of development at The July
“As with our other locations, we aim to
secure a BREEAM Excellent sustainability

certification for renovation of The July.

Real Estate Special

We're replacing natural gas-powered
systems with fully electric ones. We
have energy-efficient heating, air
conditioning and heat recovery systems.
We're installing solar panels on the roof,
along with advanced energy and water-
monitoring systems. We’re adding high-
performance insulation, among other
things by replacing all window frames.
And carefully planned greenery around
the building will promote biodiversity. We
expect The July to open in mid-2027!"
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Would you like to see
what else Peak Development
is working on? Scan the QR code.

E IE And would you like to see
what ZZDP is working on?
E Scan the QR code.
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